DOLI | veaia Ooaprions ey v i VOSH.

VOSH PROGRAM DI RECTI VE: 02- 065B | SSUED: Cctober 1, 1993

SUBJECT: VIRGA NI A CONSTRUCTI ON AND TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS | NDUSTRI ES

A

CONFI NED SPACE STANDARD PRCCEDURES AND | NTERPRETATI ONS
MANUAL, CNSP. 146 AND 1910. 268(t)

Pur pose.

This Directive revises and re-transmts to field personnel the
consol i dated procedures for the uniformenforcenent of the Virginia
Construction and Tel ecomruni cations I ndustries Confined Space

St andar ds, CNSP. 146 and 1910. 268(t), respectively. This Directive
renoves references to the Virginia General Industry Confined Space
Standard which is now the federal -identical Permt-Required Confined
Spaces Standard, 1910. 146 (see VOSH Program Directives 02-062 and
12-121).

This Program Directive is an internal guideline, not a statutory or
regulatory rule, and is intended to provide instructions to VOSH
Personnel regarding internal operation of the Virginia Cccupational
Safety and Health Programand is solely for the benefit of the
program This docunent is not subject to the Virginia Register Act or
the Adm nistrative Process Act; it does not have general application
and is not being enforced as having the force of |aw

Scope.

This Directive applies to all VOSH personnel and specifically to
Cccupational Health and Safety Enforcenment and Consul tation Services
personnel .

Ref er ences.

OSHA Instruction CPL 2-2.38C. Hazard Communi cation (Cct. 22, 1990).

Field Operations Manual (FOM), Chapter VII, 84.a.(3) (March 1, 1991)

Cancel |l ation

VOSH Program Directive 02- 065A (Septenber 1, 1991)



Acti on.

The Assistant Comm ssioner for Enforcenent, Directors and Supervisors
shal | assure that enployers conply with the requirenents of the
Virginia Construction and Tel econmuni cations I ndustries Confined Space
Procedures and Interpretations Manual, CNSP. 146 and 1910. 268(t),
respectively.

Ef fective Date.

Septenber 1, 1993

Expirati on Date.

Not Appli cabl e.

Backgr ound.

On March 23, 1987, the Safety and Heal th Codes Board adopted the

uni que Virginia standard which regulated entry into confined spaces in
general industry and construction industry, as well as in the

t el ecommuni cations industry. During the sanme neeting, the Board
decided to split the proposed standard into two separate standards -
one for Ceneral Industry and the Construction Industry and the other
for the Tel econmuni cations Industry. The decision to divide the
Confined Space Standard resulted fromwitten and oral comments
received during the sixty-day comrent period and public hearings held.

On June 29, 1987, anendnents to the standards for the construction and
t el ecomruni cations i ndustries were adopted.

On June 21, 1993, the Safety and Heal th Codes Board adopted the
federal -identical Permt-Required Confined Spaces Standard, 1910. 146
(58 Fed. Reg. 4462, January 14, 1993), which addresses confined space
hazards in general industry only.

As a result, the Virginia Confined Space Standard for General and
Construction Industry was renanmed the "Virginia Confined Space
Standard for the Construction Industry, CNSP.146," and remains in
effect for the construction and tel econmuni cations industries.

Summary.

The Virginia Construction and Tel ecommuni cations Industries Confined
Space Standard defines a "confined space" as "any space not i ntended
for continuous enpl oyee occupancy, having limted neans of egress, and
which is also subject to the accunul ati on of an actual or potentially
hazar dous at nosphere...or a potential for engul frment."

Wth sonme imted exceptions, the final standard provides the
foll om ng general practices and procedures for entry into and work
i nside a confined space:



(1) the enployer nust inplenment a witten entry permt system

(2) the enployer nmust train each enpl oyee on the hazards of working
in a confined space before the enployee is authorized to enter a
confined space (the enployer nust naintain the records of the
nost recent training program conducted);

(3) atnospheric testing nust be conducted for oxygen |evel,
flammability and toxic materials expected to be present;

(4) all confined spaces nust be flushed or enptied of all dangerous
substances to the extent feasible and, in the case of a hazardous
at nosphere, adequate ventilation nust be provided; where
t el ecommuni cations activities are conducted, all confined spaces
must be nmechanically ventilated in accordance with Bell System
Practices for Testing and ventilating Manhol es;

(5) electrical and nechani cal hazards nmust be renoved or prevented
from causing a hazardous situation

(6) when necessary, an attendant shall be stationed i mediately
outside every confined space (a non-attendant entry is permtted
i n many cases);

(7) the enployee entering a confined space with a hazardous
at nosphere nust be provided with an appropriate retrieval device
with a retrieval line and an appropriate respirator; and

(8) confined space entry work that occurs on a public thoroughfare
must be done in accordance with requirenents in the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Hi ghways.

Standard with G tation and Conpliance Guidelines. (avail. Hard copy only)

Attached is a conbi ned Confined Space Standard for the construction
and tel ecommuni cations industries with guidelines for citing

vi ol ations of individual paragraphs of the standards as well as
provi di ng guidelines to assist enployers and enpl oyees in their
efforts to conply with this standard. This conbined standard provi des
a side-by-side format which permts the user in the sanme docunent to
read the standard and know how t he paragraphs have been interpreted.

Provi sions of the Confined Space Standard for the Tel ecommuni cati ons
| ndustry which differ fromthose of the Construction Industry Standard w ||
appear in italics.

Anat o

Conmm ssi oner

non e-Attachnent: Virginia Construction and Tel econmuni cati ons

I ndustries Confined Space Standard Procedures and



Di stribution:

I nterpretations Manual, CNSP. 146 and 1910. 268(t)
(Avai |l abl e as hard copy only)
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